
 
 
PRESS RELEASE:   
 

Contact: Stefani Drake   

Public Relations Strategist    

Water Mission     

O. +1.843.769.7395     

M. +1.920.915.5323     

sdrake@watermission.org 

  

Water Mission Recognizes World Refugee Day 
Water Mission has provided safe water to more than 460,000 refugees to date 

 
N. Charleston, SC – June 20, 2019 – Water Mission, a nonprofit Christian engineering organization, 
commemorates World Refugee Day to honor the resilience and strength of more than 25 million 
refugees around the world who have been displaced from their homes. The day, which gives 
communities, businesses, faith groups, and other organizations an opportunity to raise awareness and 
stand in solidarity with refugees, has been observed annually by the U.N. and more than 100 countries 
since 2001.  
 
“On World Refugee Day, Water Mission lifts up the millions of refugees around the world who are facing 
unimaginable circumstances,” said Water Mission President and COO, George C. Greene, IV. “Adequate 
water and sanitation are among the most critical needs in any crisis situation. As we work to meet the 
physical needs of refugees with access to safe water, we ask for prayers for refugees around the world.” 
 

 
When war came to Dada Angelo’s community in South Sudan, he and his family were forced to flee to 

Bidi Bidi Refugee Settlement in Uganda. Read his story here.  
. 
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Water Mission began working in Tanzania in 2015. Read more about our work in Tanzania here. 

 
World Refugee Day Background Information: 

• 70.8 million people are forcibly displaced worldwide. (Source: UNCHR) 
• 25.9 million people are refugees. (Source: UNHCR) 
• The average tenure of a person in a refugee camp is 17 years. (Source: World Bank) 
• Water Mission has served more than 300,000 refugees in Uganda with safe water and sanitation 

solutions. 
• Water Mission has served more than 160,000 refugees in Nyarugusu, Tanzania through solar- 

powered water treatment solutions.   
 
Water Mission's work in refugee settlements: 

• Uganda: Water Mission began work in Uganda’s refugee settlements in 2014. To date, Water 
Mission has provided safe water and sanitation solutions for more than 300,000 people in 
northern Uganda, and will continue to expand over the next several years with support from the 
U.N.’s refugee agency, UNHCR.  

• Tanzania: Water Mission began work in Tanzania's refugee settlements in 2015. To meet the 
enormous demand, we upgraded our solar-powered water treatment solutions to maximize 
water flow. These systems are nearly 20 times larger than our typical community systems, which 
serve areas with smaller populations.  

• Bangladesh: Water Mission, in partnership with ADRA Bangladesh, has shipped equipment that 
will provide and monitor safe water to Rohingya refugees living in Cox’s Bazaar.  

 
About Water Mission 
The Water Mission™ organization is a Christian engineering nonprofit that designs, builds, and 
implements safe Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) solutions for people in developing countries 
and disaster areas. Since 2001, Water Mission has used innovative technology and engineering expertise 
to provide access to safe water for nearly four million people in 55 countries. Water Mission has 350 
staff members working around the world in permanent country programs located in Africa, Asia, Latin 
America, and the Caribbean. To learn more, visit watermission.org. 
 
Connect with Water Mission 
Find us on social media to continue following the story of World Refugee Day. We are on Instagram, 
Twitter, LinkedIn, and Facebook.  
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