SMALL GROUP STUDY

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Water Mission’s Step into the Unknown
small group study. In the Bible, we see Jesus call his
disciple Peter to walk to Him on the water. Peter
stepped out onto the water not knowing if he would
sink, but he trusted Jesus’ command to come.
We are so excited that your group has chosen to take
some time out of your schedule to step out in faith
with us. Jesus calls us each day to step into the unknown,
to leave our comfort zone, and to love “the least of
these.” He asks us to be focused on Him so that we
do not sink in our doubts or circumstances.
We are called to live a life of purpose not complacency, a
life in which our words and actions reflect Christ to the
world. The purpose of this study is to process together
as a group where God may be calling you and then to take
practical next steps in response. This will be accomplished
by looking at six passages of Scripture that clearly
illustrate what it looks like to live a Godly life. At the
same time, you will learn about one of the world’s largest killers, the global water crisis, and how you can be a
part of transforming lives through Water Mission.
In Matthew 13, Jesus tells the story of a farmer who
went out to plant seeds. Some seeds fell on a path,
others on shallow soil, others amongst thorns, and
some on fertile soil. We want our hearts to be fertile
soil where we learn to hear and obey God, allowing us
to produce a crop that is “thirty, sixty, and even a hundred
times as much as had been planted.” This will only
happen by seeking God through His Word, cultivating a
heart of obedience, and then stepping out in faith.
Let’s respond to the global water crisis by taking action
and believing that God can use each of us to provide
safe water to the millions that need it. Our faith can be
like Peter’s!
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FOR THE LEADER
Thank you for taking the first step of faith by leading your small group through this study! We have been praying
for you and believe that God is preparing to do incredible things in your group as you consider how God may
be calling you to take steps of faith individually and communally. We hope that this study will stimulate
conversation in your group as you engage with Scripture and learn about Water Mission.
Don’t feel like this study is a checklist that you need to work through each week. Rather, use this guide as a
starting point. You know your group best, so feel free to skip questions, add questions, and challenge your
group to look deeper into the Scripture!
Each session will include a powerful 4-5 minute video, a focus on a specific passage of Scripture, discussion
questions, and a next step for your group to take. The purpose of this study is for your group to act in faith and
take steps into the unknown. It is always easy to leave at the end of the group without any real action steps.
Do your best to avoid this by emphasizing the “Take Your Next Step” challenge. When you get back together
each week, make a habit of having everyone report on how the week went — the more specific the action, the
better.
We encourage your group to consider taking some practical steps so that you can help solve the global water
crisis. At the back of this booklet, you’ll find a list of suggested activities. One idea is to do a beverage fast for
the length of the study. Drink only water and collect the money saved by skipping other beverages. Your small
sacrifice will make a big difference in the lives of people who will receive safe water thanks to you!
Of course, this is only one idea; there are many things you could do. Get creative!

CONTENT OVERVIEW
1. Radical Faith – Read the story of Jesus walking on water and calling Peter to take a step of faith towards
Him.
2. Walking our Talk – How do our words and actions play a part in how we live our lives for Christ.
3. Starting Over – Read the story of Noah building the ark, and consider where God may be calling you, 
despite how it looks from the outside.
4. Streams of Living Water – As Jesus calls us into deeper relationship as a disciple, he also sends us out on
mission. Is Jesus your source of Living Water?
5. At The Well – Jesus meets a Samaritan woman at a well, and through her witness, many in her community
are saved. Where are you being led to tell your story?
6. The Least of These – Who are the least of these, and how can I serve them? Where is God calling our
group, as well as me personally, to respond?
Thanks again for journeying with us. As you take this step of faith to lead your group, just remember that what
is unknown to you is never unknown to God.
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From the Author
This morning, I wanted some water. I stood up from my
chair and walked down a short hallway into the break
room at work. I filled my reusable water bottle with 24
ounces of cold water from one of two available filtration
systems. I'm able to do this whenever I want: at work,
at home, or at church; tap water, filtered water, or
spring water. A seemingly unlimited supply comes out
of my tap and almost a full aisle of various types and
brands of bottled water are available at every grocery
store in America.
My confession to you: I never thank God for this water.
Now, I could choose to beat myself up over this, or I
could confess my ingratitude to God and respond to
His grace.
I have made a personal choice to support Water Mission’s
work because I am moved by the plight of millions
of vulnerable people without safe water. I don’t have
much to give, I’m a single mom of two teens, but I am
moved the way only Christ can move a person. This
summer, I saw Water Mission’s Charleston headquarters
for the first time. I folded t-shirts and helped my pastor
build some water filtration systems. When I'm done
writing this study, I'll move on to something else,
because I choose to believe that every drop in the
bucket helps.
If you and your group have decided to give our study a
try, it may be in honor of Water Sunday. Or perhaps it
was recommended to you by someone who has a heart
and passion for those affected by the global water crisis.
Either way, I’m glad you’re here. I offered to write this
study because I believe God has something to say to
you and more people to call into this work. I pray right
now that your heart and eyes are opened to what God
wants them to see. I pray that you are ready to follow
Jesus into the unknown for an adventure in faith.
Written by Toby Corbett

PAGE 4

Week 1: Radical Faith
Watch Video Session 1 – Special Guests:
Jan Daniel - Indonesia Country Director
Andrew Armstrong – Community Development
Approximately 842,000 people die each year due
to a lack of safe water and adequate sanitation
and hygiene.

Read Matthew 14:22-33
The story of Jesus walking on water is one of those passages in Scripture that challenges my faith every time I
read it. Did Peter do something that no one else can do? Peter did something seemingly impossible – walk on
water! He did it because God in the flesh told him to, and he responded in obedience. Could I walk on water, too?
This story is one of many that features water as a tool that God uses to demonstrate His power. Water is able
to sustain life or end it. Imagine if Jesus had not taken hold of Peter in those stormy seas.
Better yet, imagine if Peter had never doubted. There are so many things we can do for God's kingdom when
we act in faith.
As you read the passage, think about God's nature and the power of faith. Do you have the faith to take a step
into the unknown in your life? Also, consider the importance of water in Scripture and in life, because in Week
2, we'll explore this more.

Who is God?
1. What specifically do these verses say about who God is?
2. During His ministry, Jesus always pointed to the Father. After reading v. 33, why do you think this is? How is
God glorified through Him?

WHAT HAS GOD dONE
3. In what ways is God’s power demonstrated in this passage?
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Week 1: Radical Faith
Who am I?
4. Peter was the great apostle, but it sure seems like he was always making mistakes.
How do you think Peter felt:
• Before he got out of the boat?
• While he was walking on water?
• When he started to sink?
• After Jesus rescued him?
5. Based on Jesus' reaction to Peter, how do you think He sees us?

Therefore, how do I respond?
6. Thinking about our fears or lack of faith can be disheartening. Discouragement comes when we dwell on
our flaws and ourselves. What did Peter do in v. 30 that made him afraid?
7. What should he have done differently?
8. What did Jesus ask Peter to do?
9. Share a specific time or moment from the past when this would have applied in your life. Then, share a
specific situation that this could apply to right now.

Prayer
L ord Jesus, thank you for Peter’s bold example of stepping out in faith when you called him. Open my eyes to the
way that you are calling me to take steps of faith in my daily life. I do not have the strength to do this on my own, so
fill me with boldness to be brave in the face of the unknown. Thank you for your sovereignty and deep love. Amen.

Take Your Next Step
 ver the next six weeks, you’re going to learn about the global water crisis and the impact that safe water has on
O
communities worldwide. What practical sacrifices or steps can your group make to transform lives through safe
water for these six weeks?
In the coming weeks, we will learn more about Water Mission and begin to explore ways that we can step out of
the boat. Despite how many times we have refused to listen to God’s call to us, He is still waiting with His hand
reached out. His plans for our lives are so incredible, if we would just say, “Yes, I trust You Jesus.” This week,
choose a way that you can step out of your comfort zone. Whether that is by sharing your faith with an unbeliever, sacrificing your time to volunteer with a local ministry, or even something as big as signing up for a mission
trip. However God is leading you, take the first step!
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Week 2: Walking our TAlk
Watch Video Session 2 – Special Guests:
Julio and Elsa Paula - Haiti Country Directors
The global water crisis steal the lives of 2,300
people each day.

Read James 3:5-12
If you took the week to think and pray about last week’s study, I have no doubt God is working in your heart.
As you get ready to step into the unknown, fix your eyes on Jesus, and be prepared for remarkable things to
happen.
We read about the amazing miracles of the original apostles and the mutual provision of the early church, and
we yearn for the life they had. I think what we wrestle with is a lack of willingness to be vulnerable. We build
fortresses around our finances, our relationships, and our lives—even our spiritual lives.
We’re afraid to have an authentic Christian life because we value safety and security above all else. And when
we do this, we create our own version of faith. Our intentions may be good, but we miss the vitality of God’s
plan for us and settle for tradition or just following a set of rules. To protect what we build, we engage in Christian
activities and programs. We put on a show. But James, the brother of Jesus, tells us:
“If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion is
worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: To visit orphans and widows in
their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” James 1:26-27
In Revelation 3, Jesus commands us to live a life fully devoted to Him. He is not interested in lukewarm followers.
If we want to truly live a life for Christ, let’s embrace His agenda and let go of our own.
As you read this week’s passages, think about the relationship between your thoughts, words, and actions. As
you take action pursuing God and his plan for your life, pay close attention to how the things you say and the
way you act reflect Christ to those around you. This is fundamental to living a Godly life.

Who is God?
1. What is an example that this Scripture uses to illustrate that evil can’t be produced from good and vice versa?
2. Why is it important to God for our “religion” to be “pure and undefiled”?
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Week 2: Walking our TAlk
What has God done?
3. How did God create men? What does this say about how we should treat others?

who am I?
4. Why do you think it's important that we "bridle" our tongues?
5. When we do speak, what should happen to those who are listening?

Therefore, how do I respond?
6. What’s the relationship between your thoughts, words, and actions?
7. Share a story that is an example of a word spoken over you that helped cast a vision for your life or simply
changed your perspective on a situation.
8. How can you use your words this week to encourage someone?
9. As you process where God may be calling you to take a step of faith, how can you apply today’s lesson to
taking this step of faith?

Prayer
 od, I confess that sometimes I speak recklessly and don’t always glorify You with my words or actions. Forgive
G
me for the times when I say one thing but act in a different way. Help me align my thoughts, words, and
actions in a way that reflects You to the people around me. Use my tongue as a tool to encourage others and
lead people to you. Amen.

Take Your Next Step
 s you go through your week, be intentional with the things you say. Offer encouragement to someone this
A
week, whether it’s by a letter, compliments, or even a simple text message. Let your words bring life this week!
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Week 3: Starting OVer
Watch Video Session 3 – Special Guests:
Moses Ngania - Kenya Country Director
Adam Sabida - Kenya Staff Member
Each year 443 million school days are lost due to
water-related diseases.

Read Genesis 6:1-9,17
Did you know that approximately 2 billion people in the world lack access to safe water? Out of those 2 billion
million, about 842,000 die from water, sanitation, and hygiene related causes. Throughout the Bible, we
consistently see the importance and the power of water, both symbolically and literally. Having clean, biologically
sound water for our physical bodies is essential.
Our Scripture reading this week is a bit longer than the others we’ve read. It’s the story of Noah. Most of us
have probably read it, and if not, we have definitely heard it. The water poured down from the heavens to destroy mankind’s corruption. In His mercy, God did not wipe us out completely, but chose an obedient man and
his family to carry out His plan, to continue His purpose on the earth.

Who is God?
1. Which of God’s qualities is most prominent in your mind when you read this passage?
2. How would you answer someone who thinks that a loving God would not destroy all living things?

What has god done?
3. Why do you think God used water to destroy all living beings?
4. What does He say after the flood?

Who AM I?
5. If Jesus is the only sinless human to walk the earth, what made Noah special enough that God would spare
him and choose his family to serve as a remnant?
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Week 3: Starting OVer
6. What are some practical ways that we can live a righteous life in our daily routines?
7. What did Noah’s neighbors think when he was building an ark and the skies were blue? Have you ever seen
someone take a step of faith that caused them to be ridiculed by their peers?

Therefore, how do I respond?
8. Jesus saves Peter from the storm; God spared Noah from a much larger storm. What can we learn from
these two examples?
9. Is there anything God is calling you to do that may seem strange or ridiculous?
10. How can we persevere in the midst of criticism and ridicule?

Prayer
Father, teach me to have faith like Noah as I respond to the ways You have called me. Show me how I can live a
set apart, righteous life that puts my faith on display in front of my friends, family, and coworkers. Help me to
be a light and to seek after You without deviating from Your path. Amen

Take Your Next Step
 od has chosen every believer to carry out His plan on earth. As you discern God’s calling on your life with
G
your group and start to act in obedience, know that it may not be in congruence with the way the world typically acts and makes decisions. By the world’s rationale, Noah’s action to spend so much time building a huge
ark was ridiculous. It didn’t make any sense! Of course, this doesn’t mean that you should pursue any idea that
comes into your head. Instead process openly with your group and make sure it lines up with God’s Word.
God breaks each of our hearts for different issues. As a group right now we are looking at the global water crisis.
Water Mission aims to bring clean, safe drinking water and sanitation solutions to communities in developing
countries around the world. They do all this in the name of Jesus, the Living Water. This week, pray about how
God can use you to be part of His answer to the global water crisis and then take one proactive step of obedience. It could be as simple as educating yourself on the website or inviting someone you know to this Bible
study. Only God knows, and only you can step out in faith.
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Week 4: Streams of Living Water
Watch Video Session 4 – Special Guests:
Andrew Armstrong - Community Development
Josue Mpayamuguru - Community Development
4.4 billion people lack access to adequate sanitation.

Read John 7:1-53
In John 7:37-38, Jesus says, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as
Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”
As Christians, we have experienced the love of Jesus that truly fills our hearts and makes us whole. That longing
in our heart for something more has been filled, and we have found the ultimate purpose of this life as children
of the living God. We cannot keep this to ourselves, though; we have the responsibility of sharing this love to
the ends of the earth.
Many organizations exist that are working to better this world, clean up the environment, feed the poor, support
social justice, etc. Every crisis that exists is another chance for the church to shine the light of Christ in the
darkness. The only way for people to truly never thirst again is to bring them the Living Water message of
Jesus Christ.
The Living Water has the ability to heal and restore a community, a family, or an individual. By being the hands
and feet of Christ, we can open the door for Him to completely transform lives. There is no greater honor than
to bring the joy of the Lord to someone who has never experienced His abundant love and grace. Let us share
this Water with all who thirst.
Over the past three sessions, you’ve been discerning where God is calling you and taking steps of faith. It can
be easy to lose focus and start to operate out of your own strength, or you may have even come up against
some obstacles. Remember that Jesus is the source. Focus on Him, believe in Him and His strength, not on
your own. Then you can experience the rivers of Living Water, and as you drink from those waters, Jesus’
strength will carry you forward.

Who is God?
1. Jesus didn’t want to reveal Himself as the Messiah on someone else’s terms. Whose plan was he following
and why?
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Week 4: Streams of Living Water
What has God done?
2. What was Jesus’ priority for this trip during the Feast of Booths?
3. What tone did he use in verses 37-39?

WHO AM I?
4. What were the responses of the Pharisees? What about the rest of the crowd?
5. On the last day of the feast, on whom did Jesus call?

Therefore, how do I respond?
6. Focus on verses 37-39. What happens to a believer when he responds to Jesus according to this passage?
7. How does that affect our interactions with other people?

Prayer
L ord Jesus, thank you for coming to this world that I might flow with rivers of Living Water. Help me to seek
your face in times of trouble and to trust that even in the midst of difficult situations, you are there and you
love me. Open doors and provide opportunities to share this Living Water with those around me. Amen.

Take Your Next Step
T his week, as you go about your day-to-day activities, keep water scarcity forefront in your mind. Try some
conservation techniques like running the tap water in short bursts while you’re brushing your teeth or washing
dishes; take a shorter shower or even install a low-flow showerhead. Most importantly, though, keep our
Savior, the source of Living Water, in your thoughts. Memorize John 7:37-38. Every time you take a drink of
water, thank Him for it, and recite the verse. Every time you take a shower, flush the toilet, brush your teeth,
go swimming (I think you get the point) praise His holy name. Being conscientious about these things may feel
unnatural at first, but it will build up your prayer life and level of gratitude, as well as help you to focus on the
plight of others.
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Week 5: At The Well
Watch Video Session 5 – Special Guests:
Juan Simon – Peru Country Director
David Inman – Latin America Regional Director
The average distance that women in developing
countries walk to collect water per day is 3.5 miles,
and the average weight that women carry on their
heads is approximately 44 pounds.

Read John 4:1-42
There are millions around the world that spend hours every day just obtaining water for basic uses such as
cooking, drinking, and washing. Sometimes they travel miles carrying heavy vessels for water that is, truthfully,
unsanitary and unsuitable. More than 200 million hours per day are spent procuring water, and 76% of those
hours are spent by women and children. Women continue an ancient task, but the stakes are higher than ever
and diseases are prolific. They run the risk of being attacked and brutalized at remote collection sites.
The Samaritan woman that Jesus spoke with at Jacob’s well was most likely shunned by her community because of her indiscretions. That is why she went to draw her water all alone, at the hottest time of the day. She
had probably become so good at hiding herself from ridicule, that the last person she was expecting to meet
that day was Jesus.
We have the chance to meet people “at the well,” too. Jesus just walked all this way to Samaria and was
tired and thirsty, yet he put this woman’s spiritual needs above His own. When we meet people, it may be
inconvenient and may even require sacrifice to spend some time addressing their spiritual needs. Following
Jesus’ example, we can bring the good news that Jesus saves and meet people right where they are — in the
middle of their lives, when they least expect it. This is truly sacrificial love in action.
As you take action steps to pursue God’s calling, how can you turn normal interactions into opportunities to
share Jesus with those you meet along the way? Whether you’re taking a step of faith in ministry, in your family, or at work, there will be opportunities as you build relationships with people to share your faith. Be bold
and you will meet people at the well, too!

Who is God?
1. What does Jesus reveal about God in this passage?
2. How do you think Jesus felt when he arrived at this well?

What has God done?
3. What was the Jewish perception of Samaritans in the Bible?
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Week 5: At The Well
4. What did it mean for Jesus to speak to a Samaritan woman?
5. What does God offer the Samaritan people?

Who am I?
6. How would the Samaritan woman at the well answer the question, “Who am I?”
7. If you were meeting Jesus at the well, what do you imagine He would say to you today?

Therefore, how do I respond?
8. As you take steps of faith, what are some places where you might have interactions with people that could
be opportunities to share your faith or meet people “at the well”?
9. What was the very first thing the Samaritan woman did after Jesus revealed Himself to her?
10. What did the other Samaritans say?
11. What prevents us from sharing our story?
12. As a group, practice sharing your story.

Prayer
F ather, Your love motivates me to respond to the world with the Gospel. I praise Your holy name and cannot fathom how deeply You love me. Forgive me for taking Your blessings for granted, and don’t allow me to wallow in
the guilt of the enemy because I have so many privileges as an American. However you call me to do this, I know
that you are calling. I’m chasing you today; I’ll go where you go. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Take Your Next Step
T his week, you can respond in a number of ways. You can play the role of Jesus by taking advantage of some of
your normal interactions to point people to God, or you can respond like the Samaritan woman by sharing your
story with someone this week. Your story can have a huge impact, just like when the Samaritan woman shared
her story. We can’t let guilt, shame, or fear stop us from letting God use our story to bring Him glory and to bring
others to know Him. Be bold and report back to the group next week about what you experienced!
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Week 6: The LEast of These
Watch Video Session 5 – Special Guests:
Rogers Hook – VP, Volunteer and Investor Partnerships
Diarrheal illness causes 20% of childhood deaths.

Read John 4:1-42
In this Scripture, we see just how important loving others is to Jesus. It is so humbling to know that we are given the opportunity every day to extend the gracious, loving hand of God to those who may just need to know
they are loved and valued. Jesus says, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me (Matt. 25:40).” This life is about so much more than just our busy schedules
and following the rules; it’s about slowing down and loving that one person. Each person is worth stopping for,
and each time we stop we are ultimately stopping for Jesus.
It is an honor to be the hands and feet of Christ. Sometimes we just get so caught up in our everyday life that
we miss opportunities to serve those around us and to make sacrifices in order to fully love His people. As
Christians, it is our responsibility to give the hungry food to eat, the thirsty something to drink, the naked
clothes to wear, and the suffering comfort. These are our brothers and sisters – not strangers – and we are
called to love with abandon.
As you wrap up the final week of this study and consider this passage, think about the overall purpose of the
study: to process together as a group where God may be calling you and then to take practical next steps in
response. Hopefully you’ve grown and been challenged to read God’s Word and respond in obedience. The
story of the sheep and goats divides the true believers from those whose lives didn’t line up with what they
said they believed. God is not interested in being a part-time hobby but rather the central love of your life. This
is a life of purpose and adventure; this is a life worth living.

Who is God?
1. What characteristics of God do these verses highlight?
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Week 6: The LEast of These
What has God done?
2. What makes Him different than a human king?
3. How does God separate the sheep and the goats? What characterizes a person as sheep or a goat?

Who am I?
4. Who are “the least of these”?
5. What are some ways you as an individual could serve “the least of these”? Are there any specific areas in
which God is calling you to serve?

Therefore, how do I respond?
6. In the first week, your group decided on some practical ways you could help make a difference in the lives
of the thirsty. What have you learned these past six weeks through making sacrifices and steps to fight the
global water crisis? How can you apply what you’ve learned beyond the six weeks of this study?

Prayer
L ord Jesus, thank you for guiding this group over the past six weeks. Thank you for revealing Yourself to me in
new ways and opening my eyes to the need for safe water around the world. Help Water Mission transform
lives around the world through the provision of safe water and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I pray for all the
ministry partners who are working at water systems today and ask that many people would come to know you
through their efforts. Help me to confidently take steps of faith in my life as I follow your every step. Amen.

Take Your Next Step
T his final question is really our goal for the study. How can you apply what you’ve learned over these six weeks
to your daily life? You may be ready to charge ahead with a plan God has laid on your heart. Maybe you need
quiet reflection and more prayer to hear His voice. No matter what your response to this study is, your response to our Lord should always be obedience. You don’t need a lot of money or a college degree to step out
of the boat.
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Notes

PAGE 17

Notes
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Ways to stay involved
WATER SUNDAY
Water Sunday is one Sunday your church or small group sets aside
to focus on the global water crisis through a variety of activities,
studies, and sermons. It includes a special offering to provide safe
and Living Water for those in desperate need. Whether you choose
the beverage fast as a lenten program, emphasize the global water
crisis for a whole month, or participate for one Sunday morning, we
have high quality Water Sunday resources to support your efforts.
Learn more at watermission.org/watersunday.

Project Disaster
Engage your youth with the global water crisis by participating in
Project Disaster, a disaster simulation experience designed to be
fun, competitive, and thought-provoking. With a clear step-by-step
leader’s guide, challenging videos, exciting survival activities, and a
five-day follow-up devotional, Project Disaster will be a life-changing
experience for your student ministry. Receive instant access to all
the free resources at projectdisaster.org.

Walk for WAteR
The average distance to collect water around the world is 3.5 miles.
Simulate this daily walk for millions by hosting a Walk for Water in
your community. This event can range from a large-scale community
fundraiser to a small event for a youth group or small group. Set a
route of about 1.5 miles down to a local water source, then walk
back with buckets full of dirty water. This is an eye-opening
experience that will engage the whole congregation. Learn more
and register to receive resources at watermission.org/walk

Prayer Ripples
Prayer Ripples is a weekly list of requests and praises regarding
Water Mission’s work around the world. The task of delivering safe
water to those in need is impossible without God’s help. We would
be honored to have you praying with us. To sign up, go to
watermission.org/prayer-ripples.
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The Water Mission® organization is a Christian engineering nonprofit
that designs, builds, and implements safe water, sanitation, and
hygiene (WASH) solutions for people in developing countries and
disaster areas. Since 2001, Water Mission has used innovative
technology and engineering expertise to provide access to safe
water for more than 3.6 million people in 55 countries. Water
Mission has over 250 staff members working around the world in
permanent country programs located in Africa, Asia, Latin America,
and the Caribbean.
To learn more, visit watermission.org
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